TURNS

Many motor vehicle crashes are caused by improper turns. In
general, take the following steps to ensure safe turning:

1. Plan for the turn. Do not turn suddenly.

2. Signal your turn at least 100 feet before making the turn.
On a highway, signal at least 500 feet before a turn. It is
best to signal before you apply your brakes to make your
intentions known to other drivers.

3. Reduce your speed.

4. Check your mirrors for traffic behind you and check the
blind spot on your turning side.

5. Give the right-of-way when necessary.

6. Complete the turn carefully, and make sure you turn into
the proper lane.
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TURNS ON RED

After coming to a complete stop at a red traffic light, you are
allowed to turn right on red after giving the right-of-way to
pedestrians and other vehicles, unless a NO TURN ON RED
sign is posted. You may turn left on red following the same
rules only if you are turning from a one-way street onto another
one-way street.

U-TURNS

A U-turn is a tight left turn that reverses your
direction. Always use added caution when
reversing your direction. Unless a NO U-
TURN sign is posted, you are allowed to make
a U-turn as long as your path is clear and it is
safe to do so.

e You may only make a U-turn from the lane closest to the
center line.

o Make sure you have enough room to complete the turn.
Don't create a hazard for oncoming vehicles.

o Do not attempt a U-turn at the crest of a hill, near a curve,
or at any other point at which you or other drivers cannot
see from 500 feet away.

LEFT TURNS FROM CENTER LANES

On some two-way roads, a center lane may be marked as a
common left-turn lane to be used by vehicles in both
directions. You may not travel in a center turning lane.

- CENTER
- LANE

~ 1\\}
- ONLY

RIGHT-OF-WAY RULES

This section summarizes many right-of-way rules. Other,
related rules, like giving the right-of-way to emergency
vehicles, are presented in the appropriate sections of this
chapter.
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So-called ‘“right-of-way rules” help drivers decide how to
handle traffic situations that are not determined entirely by
signs or signals. These rules are based on safety and courtesy
and they do not give you any “rights.” Remember, the right-
of-way is something you give, not take.

If another driver fails to follow these rules in a certain situation,
you should always give the right of way to ensure safe
operation.

PEDESTRIANS
You must always yield to pedestrians who
are walking in or crossing a roadway. Also
note these rules concerning pedestrians:

e If you are stopped at a traffic signal and
the light turns green, you must yield to
any pedestrians already in the
crosswalk before proceeding.

o When turning, look for pedestrians crossing your intended
path. Pedestrians have the right-of-way if using a sidewalk
or crossing a driveway or an alley.

o Always vyield to blind people crossing a street. If a blind
person using a special cane or a guide dog is trying to cross
the street, you must stop until the person has crossed
safely to the other side.

INTERSECTIONS NOT CONTROLLED BY SIGNS OR
SIGNALS

If you come to an uncontrolled intersection, slow down, look
left and right for oncoming traffic, and proceed if the way is
clear. However,

e You must yield the right-of-way to any vehicle that has
entered the intersection from your right or is approaching
from your right.

o Look for any traffic approaching from the left. Even though
you may have the legal right-of-way, make sure that the
other driver is yielding to you before you proceed.
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FOUR-WAY STOP

At an intersection controlled by stop
signs in all directions, you must <
yield the right-of-way to...

o Another vehicle that has already
come to a full stop at the @
intersection.

o A vehicle on your immediate right that has stopped at the
intersection at the same time as you.

Confusion can develop at four-way stop intersections. You
should try to make eye contact with the drivers of other
vehicles at the intersection to better judge their intentions and
avoid accidents.

TURNING LEFT

When making any left turn, you must first yield the right-of-way

to any:

¢ Oncoming vehicle.

o \ehicle already in the intersection.

o Pedestrians or bicyclists crossing your intended path of
travel.

PRIVATE ROADS, DRIVEWAYS, AND UNPAVED ROADS

If you are entering a paved roadway
from a private road, a driveway, or Ch -
an unpaved road, you must stop first |-

H |

and give the right-of-way to
pedestrians, bicyclists, or vehicles
traveling along the road you are
entering.

¢
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THROUGHWAYS
If you approach a designated throughway, you must yield the
right-of-way to traffic on the throughway before you turn.

INTERSECTION OF SINGLE OR TWO LANE ROAD AND
MULTIPLE LANE ROAD

If you are traveling on a single or two-lane road and come to
an intersection with a larger road, you must yield the right-of-
way to vehicles driving on a divided highway or a roadway with
three or more lanes.
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ROTARIES

<

Because only a few states in America have traffic rotaries
(traffic circles), many drivers are unfamiliar with rotaries’ right-
of-way rules. Be especially careful and generous when
extending the right-of-way to other drivers in and near rotaries.
When you approach a rotary, you must yield the right-of-way to
any vehicles already in the rotary. If traffic in the rotary is
heavy, stop at the edge of the rotary and wait until you can
enter safely.

/K
-

SCHOOL BUSES

Yellow school buses have flashing
red lights and stop signs that fold
out from the driver's side. School
pupil transport vehicles, like vans,
station wagons, or family sedans,
have flashing red lights and
SCHOOL BUS signs on their roof.
School Bus Drivers use these
warning signals when letting pupils
on and off the vehicle.

No matter which side of the road you are traveling on, if
you come upon a school bus or a school pupil transport
vehicle with its lights flashing and a stop sign extended,
you must stop. It's the law. Remain stopped until the
lights stop flashing or the stop sign folds back.

A first violation of this law can result in license suspension and
a fine of $250.
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Even after the warning signals have stopped, you should
proceed slowly and continue to search for children that could
be crossing.

The only exception to this law is if a school bus has stopped on
the other side of a divided highway with a barrier between
travel directions. In this case, you do not have to stop.

BUSES AND TROLLEYS

Especially in urban areas, you must take extra CENTER
care when driving near public transport buses LANE
and trolleys. Buses stop frequently. Be

courteous and make way for buses signaling to

pull away from bus stops.

State law is very specific about driving near trolleys and their

tracks:

e |f you come to a trolley letting passengers on or off, you
must not drive any closer than within 8 feet of the trolley
passenger step.

e Look for oncoming trolleys before crossing any tracks. Do
not turn in front of a trolley if one is approaching.

¢ Maintain a safe distance between your motorcycle and a
trolley if the trolley is sharing the roadway. A trolley’s path
is limited to the tracks. A trolley driver cannot swerve to
avoid you.

ROAD WORKERS AND REPAIR CREWS
Although road construction  and
ROAD WORK maintenance sites are often well posted
NEXT'S MILES]  with warning signs, you must take extra
care to ensure the safety of anyone working
on a roadway. Orange warning signs and work equipment
usually means that people are on foot nearby. Follow roadwork

signs carefully, and stay alert. Look for sudden changes in
road direction or condition. Be prepared to stop.

ANIMALS AND HORSE-DRAWN VEHICLES

Always give the right-of-way to any
animal that someone is leading, riding, or
driving. Animals are easily frightened by
motor vehicles, so when you approach
any animal or horse-drawn vehicle:
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o Reduce your speed.

o [f the animal or vehicle is coming toward you or is crossing
your path, stop and allow the animal to pass.

o [f the animal or vehicle is traveling in the same direction you
are, allow plenty of room for passing safely, and use
reasonable speed.

e Do not sound your horn or make a loud noise.

o [f the animal you are passing appears frightened, you must
pull your vehicle to the roadside and stop.

o Proceed only when it is safe.

o You must stop if a rider or driver signals you to do so.

In rural areas, take extra care when passing “hay rides” which
are usually animal drawn and carrying several passengers.

SLOW-MOVING VEHICLES

Most farm vehicles, construction rigs, and other slow-moving
vehicles have orange warning signs mounted to the rear of the
vehicle. If you approach such a vehicle, reduce your speed
and use the same caution you would with bicyclists and
pedestrians. Allow plenty of space around the vehicle if you
plan to pass.

FUNERAL PROCESSIONS

If you meet a funeral procession on a roadway, you must yield
the right-of-way until all vehicles in the procession have
passed. It is illegal to cut through or disrupt any vehicles
in a funeral procession.

PARKING REGULATIONS
Parking regulations are generally determined
by state law but are enforced by local cities
and towns. If you are parking in a business or
residential district, you must position your
ON vehicle within 12 inches of the curb, except
BRIDGE where angled parking is allowed. Parking
spaces on roadway edges are often marked
by white road lines. You must park your vehicle between these
lines. In Massachusetts, you may not park your vehicle in
certain places, including:

o In a zone posted with a NO PARKING, NO STANDING, or
NO STOPPING sign.
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In a bus stop or taxi stand.

In a zone and at a time posted for street cleaning.

In a posted loading zone.

Within 20 feet of an intersection.

In a crosswalk, in front of a driveway, or in front of a

handicap-access ramp.

o In a zone posted for HP-DV parking only (disabled person

plates or placards, disabled veteran plates). Violating this

parking regulation carries a heavy fine.

Within 10 feet of a fire hydrant or fire lane.

On a sidewalk, curb, center traffic island, or median.

During a weather or roadway emergency.

Facing the wrong way against traffic.

On a state or an interstate highway, unless authorized.

On a roadway in a rural area or outside a thickly settled

district.

o In a traffic lane next to a row of parked vehicles (double
parked).

o To make non-emergency repairs to your vehicle.

If you violate a parking regulation, you may receive a citation
with a fine. Unpaid parking tickets will prevent you from
renewing your license or vehicle registration.

PARKING METERS

Many public parking spaces are regulated by coin-fed meters.
Meter regulations are usually in effect during posted days and
hours. Also, in most areas a maximum time limit is posted.

If you exceed the limit or fail to pay the meter fee, you may be
issued a parking citation.

PARKING PERMITS

Many cities and towns in the state issue special parking
permits to residents. Certain residential streets have
RESIDENT PERMIT PARKING ONLY signs. If you do not
have a permit or a special visitor's placard, you may not park in
these zones. Contact your local community for information on
obtaining a permit.
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